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            Why Literacy in Early Childhood is Important

According to Teale and Sulzby, “growth in writing and reading comes from within the child as a result of environmental stimulation the growth that has been observed occurs without the necessity for formal teaching.” Knowing this we have to start introducing foundational skills for literacy at an early age. Reading is everywhere and in everything we do, environmental print for restaurant chains and businesses, ads everywhere that allow opportunities to read words during car rides, finding ways to support literacy in the home such as reading books, reading nutrition labels, and reading warning labels. It is easy to incorporate reading into our children’s everyday lives and give them environmental stimulation without ever having direct instruction. According to Nevada standards, an end-of-the-year Kindergarten student should know 50 sight words and be able to sight-read simple text and sound out some common spelling pattern words such as CVC and CVCC. Without exposure to early literacy supports many students that start with a gap don’t ever catch up the gap just becomes wider as they get older and interferes with other subjects including math because they cannot read or comprehend word problems. We also know that in order to become a proficient speller, one must have knowledge and awareness of the three codes: phonological code, orthographic code, and morphological code (Beringer & Fayol, 2008). The purpose of this paper will be to investigate what I know about literacy, what I would like to learn about literacy, and what I learned about literacy after reviewing several sources.

What I Know About Early Childhood Literacy

I know that to be considered fluent in a language you must know how to speak it, read it, and write it however being literate in the United States of America you just need to read and write English at an 8th-grade level. I know that being literate is focused on more than developing math skills. I see this every day in Special Education. Students’ goals focus more on literacy in early childhood than supporting math in a way that is meaningful. In identifying this difference it is also important to note that if one doesn’t know how to add or do basic math functions, they can use a calculator however there is no “calculator” for not knowing how to read. It is crucial to get the literacy skills at a young age because once we reach a certain age and the academic gap is so severe students tend to drop out or give up because they don’t get it. According to a blog on Reading Horizons students who can’t read by grade level three are four times less likely to graduate by age 19. I also know that the rate of literacy has increased globally despite the huge amount of illiteracy seen in schools today (Roser & Ortiz-Ospina, 2016).

What I Want to Know About Literacy

A major push in increasing literacy has been seen due to the increase in English Language Learner (ELL) populations in schools. What I want to explore is why it seems to affect Latino and Spanish-speaking students more than any other English Language Learning student. When it comes to Latino students they have the highest ELL student dropout rate according to Gandara’s book on the Latino Education Crisis. Many other types of English Language learners such as Asian Americans and Euro American’s like those from Russia, Ukraine, Bulgaria, etc. don’t have problems achieving literacy within American schools. This is also evident in the fact that many ELL strategies and approaches only address Spanish speakers and not other languages. I would like to explore how to increase literacy in ELL as well as how schools are currently addressing the gaps on a nationwide level through the curriculum. Curriculum biases can lead to issues academically if not addressed.

What I Learned About Literacy

Researchers have long recognized and documented that young children develop oral language skills using consistent patterns and sequences (von Tetzchner, Merete Brekke, Sjothun, & Grindheim, 2005). Phonological awareness skill development follows a sequence as well, with rhyming and alliteration at the beginning and segmenting and blending phonemes later on (Goswami, 2001). Emergent writing is supported by all the other components of the English language. As Calderon, Slavin, and Sanchez (2011) expressed: These students, who have been in U.S. schools since kindergarten, are still classified as limited English proficient when they reach middle or high school—suggesting strongly that preschool and elementary programs are not adequately addressing the needs of English learners. (p. 104) In 1978, in the court case of Casteñeda v. Pickard., a Mexican-American father, Roy Casteñeda, claimed that his children’s school was discriminating against them and failing to provide them with adequate bilingual education to prepare them to participate in the mainstream classroom. The result of the case was The Equal Opportunities Act of 1974, which established a three-part criterion for schools in educating ELLs. The criteria were as follows: the bilingual education program must be “based on sound educational theory,” the program must be “implemented effectively with resources for personnel, instruction materials, and space,” and after a trial period, the program must be proven effective in overcoming language barriers/ handicaps. (Casteñeda v. Pickard, 1978) However, due to the current achievement gap, many schools today still do not live up to these standards and due to the lack of ELL student’s exposure to oral proficiency prior to school, when they enter school the focus becomes oral proficiency rather than literacy.

Reflections

Throughout the research, I found that strategies are in place to facilitate closing the literacy gap between not only ELL students but the literacy gap in students who do speak English as their primary language. These strategies included but were not limited to enhanced cultural competence which details considering students’ diversity to be an asset and increasing cultural competence. Comprehensive support for students via screening children early for medical and social services as well as, identifying students who need additional instructional support. Extended learning opportunities by instituting full-day kindergarten and pre-kindergarten and making preschool programs teach bilingual curriculums in some states. Also by having supportive schools in which closing the gaps are a school-wide responsibility and there are high expectations and rigorous, deep curricula. The most effective strategies appear to be accessible to qualified staff and adequate resources and funding however in the era of budget cuts and the increasing teacher shortage as well as the decrease in the time span of a teacher being in the classroom before experiencing burnout render the two most effective strategies to support closing the literacy gap useless. This research has given me something to think about because I find myself experiencing teacher burnout at my current place of employment because the only thing higher than the literacy gap at my school is the Special Education teacher-student growth expectations. This research has shown me that now more than ever I cannot give up on the students and I have to continue to give them access to a quality instructor to facilitate closing the literacy gaps.
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    What are the advantages of educational literacy? The most influential benefit of tutorial literacy is that it allows students to think and write with rhetorical reason by way of analyzing rhetorical conditions inside and beyond academia. In other words, educational literacy gives schooling meaning by way of placing educational tasks within specific contexts and communities. Sometimes communities are in reality attempting to 'get the day's work done,' however, as Bizzell asserts, 'Mastery of academic discourse lets college students take part...


    
        
            2 Pages        
        
            785 Words        
    


    




		
    
        
			What Is Literacy in the Context of Child Development and Early Education: Informative Essay        
    


    
												                    
						Childhood Development                    
											                    
						Early Childhood Education                    
											                    
						Literacy                    
							    


    Literacy is the result of a human’s adaptation to the social environment. There are different definitions of literacy, but one important is: “Literacy is a human invention” (Snow, 2017). Also, the common definition of literacy is “the knowledge and skills necessary to read and write” (Rudell, 2002). In this paper, I am going to discuss the different domains of literacy that authors combine to define literacy, early literacy instruction, and development. So, what is literacy? According to Rudell (2002), literacy...
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    Did you know that since 2004, smartphone use has grown by more than 5000 percent, and the demand for more voice and data services is still greater than ever? Well, did you also know that text messaging remains the single most popular way of communicating, and many students view it as a key part of social life for college undergraduates? In today’s society, texting has become the new normal way of communication as it effectively allows individuals to express their...


    
        
            3 Pages        
        
            1281 Words        
    


    




		
    
        
			Essay on Money, Credit and Financial Literacy        
    


    
												                    
						Credit                    
											                    
						Literacy                    
											                    
						Money                    
							    


    Financing is a skill that should learn by everyone. The management of finance is about taking good care of the money for investment, savings, and putting it in the right place. Based on invertopedia.com, finance is a broad term that describes activities associated with banking, leverage or debt, credit, capital markets, funds, and investments. The main resource for it is money and this revolves around it. Finance literacy is another term associated with savings and credits. It is about knowledge...
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    Reading- it’s something you do on a daily basis. You’re doing it right now, but reading can be hard. According to Rebecca Silverman, an associate professor of education at Stanford Graduate School of Education, “[reading] is not a natural phenomenon. There’s no specific region of the brain for reading or writing. Through evolution, humans have hijacked other parts of the brain – auditory, visual – and combined them into a network of channels to develop the ability to read and...
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    Growing up, education and literacy were always encouraged in my household. My studies came first and everything else followed behind. I was taught very early that my education was my sole responsibility. My parents enforced that I would always have help and support, but I needed to help myself first and put forth the effort. I have had many experiences throughout my educational path, and the earliest I can remember was kindergarten. In kindergarten, we learned the basics of language...


    
        
            3 Pages        
        
            1174 Words        
    


    




		
    
        
			Relationship between Socioeconomic Status and Literacy        
    


    
												                    
						Literacy                    
											                    
						Socioeconomic Status                    
							    


    Over the last fifty years, the gap in reading-related test scores between the bottom 10% (10th percentile) and the top 10% (90th percentile) has grown by roughly 30 to 40 percent (Reardon, 1). Over that amount of time, the income inequality between the top 10% and bottom 10% has also significantly widened. The difference in scores between the poorest and wealthiest families in the 1970s was less than the difference in scores between today’s poorest and wealthiest families. Although there...
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    Right and Left Genes There have been many literacy sponsors in my life ranging from books to parents to institutions to teachers. As stated by Deborah “Sponsors seemed a fitting term for the figures who turned up most typically in people’s memories of literacy learning: older relatives, teachers, priests, supervisors, military officers, editors, influential authors” (Brandt 116). I want to speak about two main sponsors, my Biology Teacher and my father, who has made me literate in two different spheres...
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    The ability to read and write serves as a fundamental skill that paves the way for personal development and societal advancement. In the United States, it has evolved from a privilege of the elite to an essential skill taught to nearly all citizens. Despite a high general schooling rate, challenges persist in achieving complete literacy, encompassing digital knowledge and functional writing proficiency among adults. This essay explores the multifaceted landscape of literacy in America, delving into its historical development, present...
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    A Teacher’s Personal Definitions of Literacy, Theories and Philosophies of Literacy, Beliefs about Literacy Learning, and Classroom Literacy Practices I volunteered less for any role in the church, at work, or at school that had to do with reading or writing. Roles such as being the secretary for Youth Fellowship, or the Usher’s Ministry because it involved taking the minutes. My fear of publicly misspelling words or not reading fluently, allowed me to shy away from any role that could...
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    Many people who live in Detroit are lacking even simple literacy skills. Children are not getting the education and assistance they need. Some people can’t fill out basic job applications or even read their prescription on their pill bottles. Detroit’s school system once served as a model for the nation during the 1920s and 1930s. As the years have gone on, this framework system has grown into something that holds some of the lowest literacy rates in the country. In...
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    Introduction Developmental dyslexia is a common learning disability that influences the reading and writing proficiency of those affected. Despite nearly 10% of the population having a form of dyslexia there is no universally accepted neurological starting point. I will be reviewing materials on some of the leading theories of causes of dyslexia and how they attempt to explain the brain processes involved and if there are potential limitations. Personally, I work with dyslexic children and adults in a school setting...
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    Finally, your big day has come. A moment in almost everyone’s life where you can celebrate your achievement, High school graduation. You’ve been looking forward to this moment since you were a freshman and now it’s here. You are super excited to take your next step in life and see what the world has for you. You feel prepared for college, you’ve learned everything there is to know about chemistry and calculus. As you are preparing to walk across the...
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    Introduction “Teachers' recognition of the multimodal practices available to children through their homes, communities and popular culture enriches and extends the possibilities for literacy teaching” (Martello, 2007). In this modern technological world, there have been significant changes occurring where children are exposed to an abundance of literacy experiences, well before they enter school. Children’s experience of literacies is shaped by their personal, social, and cultural factors. Although some would argue Martello’s statement is entirely correct; educators can have a positive...
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    There is no denial behind the rise of digital technologies becoming a part of everyday life for some. These digital devices, such as cell phones or computers, have become so common in everyday use that at times can become inconvenient if individuals don’t own such devices. As society continues to progress with these digital shifts, it leaves an interesting question on how these shifts are affecting individual’s lifestyles beyond just the conventional calling or texting. In Danielle DeVoss et al.’s...
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    Abstract The purpose of this study is to determine whether or not collaboration through inquiry-based learning can help ELLs increase vocabulary and literacy skills in order to close the reading achievement gap. A mixed methods design was used with triangulation, using a questionnaire and semi-structured interviews to determine the themes in the qualitative data and frequencies and percentages were used in quantitative data. Some implications to help increase vocabulary and literacy skills would be: for the district- to provide ideas...
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    Although most classics seem extremely outdated and what many people think to be no longer relevant in today’s vastly modern world, they demonstration society what we have developed from. How far we have come from those times of which the classic was written. How are we to know our progress if there is nothing to reflect and compare it with. The future generations learning of the world’s past views and mistakes will hopefully lead to them to never happen again...
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    Historically there are certain close connections between religion and the process of literacy education. Religion has been introduced in many ways towards education; based on the teacher's and student’s beliefs, and the community's culture in their religion area. The literacy sponsors for me in my education career was the Mormon community. Through analyzing my literacy practice, it became more clear and more visual toward the Mormon community that had persuaded their religion in the school’s education. Moreover, both religion and...
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    Language is described as a central feature of human development; it is the way of human communication; Language allows a child to be able to express emotions. The Curriculum for Excellence (CfE) explains the value of language. It’s important to encourage your child’s language development by constantly exposing them to it, this could just be by repeating simple words to them. From birth, babies are using language by vocalising through noises, sounds and mumbling they do this to get attention,...
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    In this essay I will be explaining the terms of language, literacy and numeracy. I will be identifying and describing the developmental stages of each and finally, I will evaluate theories I have implemented on placement and describe the effectiveness of this. Language is the human form of communication and it can be expressed in various ways. Language can be communicated through speech, written word, symbols, signs etc. Language is always developing and becoming broader as we discover new words,...
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    There are 6 stages of language development. Firstly, the Prelinguistic stage occurs early in a child’s life when they are exploring speech and sound. They will often cry, babble and try to mimic others. Approximately, around 10-13 months is when the child reaches the holophrase or one-word sentence phase. They are not yet able to speak full sentences so they communicate by using single words to express a complex idea in order for their needs to be met. An example...
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    Upon the invention of the European printing press around 1439, the very fabric of society was destined to change. With reading materials more readily available, literacy rates throughout the continent rose steadily, allowing commoners access to new ideas, both political and cultural, beckoning in events such as the Protestant Reformation, and allowing people the opportunity to not only voice their ideas, but to be heard. A better informed populous gave rise to the exchange of radical ideas of reform. The...
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    Introduction In the following report, I am going to briefly discuss the term ‘curriculum’ in relation to Te Whāriki and the NZ Curriculum framework. Furthermore, the content knowledge and some of the strategies a teacher can use to promote the learning of young children in the learning areas of Language, Literacy, and the Arts using the above curriculum frameworks as an underlying concept will also be discussed. Curriculum All the experiences, activities and happenings (including decisions) that takes place in...
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    Cancer is one of the most well-known life-threatening conditions. The term ‘cancer’ is derived from a Greek word used by Galen in 100-200 AD ‘oncos’ which is Greek for swelling. This term was used to describe tumors. The Greek word, ‘oncos’, has been changed in modern health into oncology which means the study of tumors (Papavramidou N. et al.). A tumor is a swelling on a part of the body which grows abnormally and when there is a growth of...
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    Homer’s The Odyssey is an interactive poem that has influenced literature since it was written in the 8th century BCE. In addition to establishing many conventions for future Western epic poetry, the story interacts with the audience on multiple levels, transforming it from a simple adventure story to an emphasis on cultural values. The use of storytelling, repetition, and structure create a revolutionary piece that still influences literature today. The poem interacts with its audience through genre, and this interactive...
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    The warriors that fought in the Vietnam War were forced to bear numerous extraordinarily shocking encounters. It was these occasions that prompted incredible human feelings, those sentiments that were the things they carried inside. All that they carried impacted them whether it was physical or mental. Everything they carried could in one way or another be the reason for them to physically separate. Agony, misfortune, a feeling of wellbeing, and dread were likely the most testing enthusiastic, and mental affections...
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    Tim O'Brein's The Things They Carried, is an assortment of short stories that retell the experiences of the men of the Vietnam War's Alpha Company. O'Brien's understanding as an infantryman from 1968 to 1970 has given him an insider's viewpoint to the war, and it is this point of view that the creator shares through the character he makes. Many soldiers are afraid to die or to see someone close to them die, because they will show guilt and fear...
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    “The Things They Carried” is a collection of linked short stories by American novelist Tim O’Brien, about a platoon of American soldiers fighting on the ground in the Vietnam War. As the stories describe O’Brien’s memories, the female character's roles in the novel depict important messages. Martha shows love and denial; Mary Anne Bell plays the loss of innocence, a sense of coming of age, and lastly Linda, memory, and death. All women play a part in piecing the novel...
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    Some people with strong guilt often have to live with that guilt their whole lives live. In the novel “The Things They Carried” Tim O’Brien shows before a war, after a war, or even during a war that guilt is something that can be carried forever, which can be seen through characters like Tim O’Brien, Mark Fossie, and Jimmy Cross. The first example of Guilt is one of the main characters, Tim O'Brien. Tim O’Brien started to show guilt before...
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    In Shirley Jackson’s “The Lottery” tradition is followed without question, however, the people of the town may not fully realize just how sickening their actions truly are. This work of literature demonstrates how society can blindly follow tradition, thus, blaming the innocent, and further causing a hindrance to their own development. At the beginning of the short story, we are introduced to children who are seamlessly engrossed in a large pile of stones, playing as children normally would. Within the...
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