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            In recent years, the problem of gender inequality has once again become a popular issue discussed in our society. The me too and other movements are using social networks to get the public’s attention and raise awareness about this pressing issue. While western society has made a lot of progress in addressing the problem of gender inequality, we still have a long way to go. Gender equality in the workplace has always been one of the central issues connected to this discussion. Even though women are now free to work and earn their living independently of their male counterparts, they generally still face many problems at the workplace. The discriminatory treatment of women in this area is not only harmful to the women involved. It also hurts the companies that engage in it and society as a whole. Recent reports have shown that companies that encourage and allow discriminatory practices do worse when compared to companies that provide equal working conditions. The example of Nordic countries has a lot to teach Western society about the advantages of gender equality in the workplace.

After looking at 2,400 companies, a 2012 study by Credit Suisse Research Institute has found that big companies (whose worth exceeds $5 billion) that have at least one woman on the board of directors performed better than their rivals by 26% over a period of six years (Credit Suisse 2012). These results should be of significant interest both to the companies and the potential investors. Seeing that the study had been done over a long period of time, as well as that it included several thousand companies, the result are clear. While this particular study focused on the benefits of having women workers at important positions, there are good arguments for having a diverse workforce at all levels of the company.

Gender equality is one of the most important issues for the new generation of workers. In fact, The Atlantic has reported that one of the beliefs that would have the most impact on western society was the Millennial’s belief about gender equality (Winograd and Hais 2013). Seeing that the Millennials are a new generation of workers, their attitude toward the question of gender equality is of great significance to employers. When choosing between two companies that are similar, the company with progressive policies with regards to the issue of gender equality will more easily attract potential workers. What is even more important, the same logic can be applied to customers as well.

The way companies represent themselves in the world is extremely important today. Certain campaigns and marketing strategies can be very important to how the company is seen. One of the things that consumers value the most is transparency. While almost all brands will claim that they support gender equality, not many will actually do it in practice. The ones that actually implement the policies that transform their work environments will be sure to get the trust and loyalty of their customers. Therefore, working towards gender equality is not just a question of doing the right thing. Doing so is necessary if companies want to stay relevant and competitive in today’s world.

So far we have examined the benefits of gender equality in the workplace. Now, we will take a look at some of the countries that have done the most in the way of providing an equal opportunities to both men and women. Before examining what these countries have done to close the gender gap, however, we will first look at some data that shows how these changes have helped them. Firstly, having family-friendly policies has had the effect of Nordic countries having the highest female workforce participation in the world. While this is great news in itself, the will to close the gender gap also benefited these countries economically. Having more women workers then in other countries has led to a raise in the GDP per capita by 10 to 20% in the last 50 years (Zalis 2018). Once again, we see that gender equality in the workplace is not just a social and moral issue but also an economic one.

One of the biggest issues when it comes to gender equality is the wage gap. Iceland is the first country that actively tried (and succeeded) to solve this problem by making it illegal to pay men and women unequally for the same work. The law itself requires companies with more than 25 workers to prove that they provide equal pay for all their workers, regardless of their gender (Zalis 2018). The result was a huge decrease in the gender wage gap. For comparison, women in America make 20% less than men. In Iceland, this gap has been reduced to 5.7% (Zalis 2018). We can assume that it will be decreased even further as the law starts to be enforced.

Another important issue connected with gender equality is paid parental leave. In this respect, Norway proves to be a country to look up to. This Nordic country has its parental leave split into three parts: maternity leave, paternity leave and shared leave. In Norway, both mothers and fathers have a paid mandatory leave of 15 weeks (Zalis 2018). Again, for the sake of comparison, the United States still does not have mandatory parental leave. Even the adopted parents are granted this right. The benefits of this policy are obvious. Women are no longer forced to choose between having children and pursuing their professional careers. Additionally, fathers are also given the benefit of taking a leave, which is the mark of a truly equal society.

Source Commentaries

Credit Suisse Research Institute

Credit Suisse is a multinational investment bank and financial services company based in Switzerland. Their research institute is a credible source of information for the issue discussed in this paper. Seeing that this paper mainly focuses on the economic benefits of closing the gender gap, this credible source provides relevant data that makes the essay’s arguments stronger.

The Atlantic

The Atlantic is an American magazine with a long tradition and a reputation for honest reporting. I found that the particular article I have cited in this paper serves the purpose of showing the changing attitudes toward gender equality. The authors write about the Millennials’ belief in the importance of social issues and gender equality in particular. The part of the essay where I cited the article examines the economic benefits companies could get if they closed the gender gap.

Forbes

The third source used in writing the essay is once again from a trusted publication. Seeing that Forbes’s primary focus is on business, it makes sense to use one of its articles in an essay that reports on gender equality in the workplace. Zalis’ article provided a brief history of the benefits that Nordic countries have gotten from enacting family-friendly laws. It was extremely useful for the research of this paper.

Conclusion

Rather than focusing on presenting all the ways in which women are discriminated against, we have examined the potential benefits of ending the discrimination. Throughout this paper, we have tried to show that equality in the workplace is not just a social issue but also one of economics. We have cited studies that prove this but also provided examples of entire societies that have benefited from closing the gender gap. To conclude, equal opportunity for both men and women is a necessary step towards progress.
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    Although gender equality can be measured in many ways, we must question what the possibilities are. Women can be discriminated against in the work place by not being allowed to perform the same duties as men, and if they do these jobs, they do not always receive the same pay. Women have long been trying to earn their place in the political world, whether it is a city council seat, state senate or vice president position. Yet society uses various...
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    Equality is the condition of being equivalent in status, rights, and openings. Before the 1960s, men were treated better than ladies. The ladies were segregated in the general public, they were not permitted to work, to be taught. The society would consider ladies only for cooking and family unit work. Gender equality implies that the diverse conduct, desires, and needs of ladies and men are considered, esteemed and supported similarly. It implies that their privileges, openings, and duties won't rely...
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    A Judeo-Christian perspective is principally structured upon a set of laws given by God- The Ten Commandments. These rules are then believed to be fulfilled in Jesus Christ, a Jew believed by Christians to be the saviour promised to them by God, as written in the Hebrew Bible. During his lifetime, he is said to have freed all humans from sin, no matter what their status, race, or gender was. His stay marked a time of compassion and empathy for...
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    Introduction Over the centuries, women have been subjected to a social injustice in regards to their employment. The social-constructs of societies worldwide have allowed for women to become subservient to men by means of unpaid work, gender biases, gender inequalities, and discrimination. These biases have long placed women in a position whereas they must carry a double burden as they are expected to care for the household and raise children while attempting to thrive in their jobs. Globalization was intended...
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    An issue about gender equality has absorbed much attention from the society and has become a popular topic discussed by all humans. While some experts argue that the gender equality is more likely taking disadvantages in many life events such as education and discrimination, others state at opposite opinions that the rights of different gender are equally attained in many fields. The term “Gender equality” can be defined as shared rights and opportunities under the same condition across variable parts...
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    When most people hear the word feminism the first thing that comes to their mind is sexuality and how they may look. According to IWDA, a proudly feminist organization, “feminism is about all genders having equal rights and opportunities.” Feminism is also about respecting diversity in women’s experiences, identity, their knowledge, and them striving to empower all women to realize their strengths. It’s also about leveling the playing field between males and females to ensure that diverse women have the...
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    Here we will discuss women equality quotes and sayings. We would like to mention that women's quality is also known as gender equality or equality of the genders. This equality shows that men and women always receive equal treatment. In most countries, women don’t have equal rights and freedom. In other words, we can say that women don’t have equality like men. For this purpose, a special day is introduced named women's equality day so that they can appeal to...
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    Introduction The issue of gender equality has been one of the prevailing contentious debates in the nation. According to the Foreign Affairs Minister from Canada, Chrystia Freeland, she is among the first 26 people to hold such positions across the globe, in a world that has more than 195 countries. The numbers as compared to the national tally are shocking. More than 65 percent of countries in the world do not have options to send women representatives in various councils...
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    Sexual orientation uniformity is considering guys to be females as being of equivalent status and worth. We can't state we have sexual orientation fairness until we have dispensed with the silly predisposition that individuals have against someone since they are female. Equivalent rights are insufficient. Imbalance exists in our brains, in our predispositions and partialities and the remaining parts to be fixed. Sex-based viciousness in schools undermines the privilege to training and exhibits a noteworthy test to accomplish sexual orientation...
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    Introduction to Gender Equality Women are still fighting for equality today. Women today face misrepresentation, lack of human rights, and unequal pay. Which leaves them fighting for basic respect as human beginning. The question is, why are women not treated equally to men, and why have women not been given equality yet? Is it because women are intimidating? Not smart enough? Not strong enough? The reasons can go on, but the problem at hand is women are not treated equally...
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    In 2020 World Bank’s report on “Getting to Work: Unlocking Women's Potential in Sri Lanka's Labor Force”, Sri Lanka ranked 20th place in the largest gender gap in labor force participation at the workplace with a low rate of 36%. This comes as surprising as the results contrast with Sri Lanka’s achievements in Human Capital Development such as high levels of female education and low total fertility rates. According to the analysis, the World Bank report highlights the main reasons...
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    Women made great changes to Canada from 1910-1930, which has made it a better place to live. “I think women can save civilization” - Emily Murphy. “Canada’s earliest efforts to bring about women’s suffrage were led by a diverse movement of women and men across the country. Beginning in the 1870s, Canadians campaigned for women’s right to vote on equal terms as men, beginning with local government. They were met with determined opposition”. “The wrong of withholding the privilege of...
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    The following significant historical figures have played an important role in achieving equality for women. Women like Sojourner Truth, who was a former slave, helped advertise the movement. Truth did not only want to help herself and white women, but she wanted to help former female slaves as well. She conveyed a speech “Ain’t I A Woman” at the Seneca Falls Convention using religious examples from the bible and stating how Jesus was brought to the earth by a woman...
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    Gender equality is an opportunity for all Americans to grow. Equality is a fundamental human right that needs to be achieved in order for society to reach its full potential. A crucial feature in reaching gender equality is women’s empowerment. This includes women having autonomy, freedom, opportunities, power, and self-worth. Despite the rise in women’s rights throughout history, women were restricted to gender roles that society deemed appropriate for them. There were only two careers that were viewed to be...
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    This essay is going to discuss that gender equality in organisations today will never be possible or completely achieved due to organisations being gendered in and of themselves. Using Acker’s (1990) theory of gendered organisations to explain systematic inequalities that have compromised professional advancement of women in organisations they choose to join. This essay will support the argument of organisations being gendered in and of themselves as well as providing evidence on how organisations are built upon assumptions about gender...
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    Since the 1980s, gender equality has been the main subject of discussion in the Greek law and policymaking. Nonetheless, it was the harmonisation of Greece’s legislation with the EU acquis that established gender equality within the labour market (Vaiou, 2014). Therefore, when gender equality in European work policies was prioritised, the Greek legal framework was reformed with the relevant legislation targeting primarily women who were balancing their working and family life, in the late 2000s. Under this legislation, Greek women...
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    In this essay, I will be writing about an important moral issue “Gender Equality”. As I am a female, it does not mean that sex equity is merely a ladies’ subject, however, it is necessary and supportive to people of all sexes and it should be supported by everyone. It means both genders should be considered of equivalent status and worth. The paper will begin with an overview of gender equality and then the paper will draw light on people...
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    Gender inequality has been a serious problem when humans adopted patriarchal society thousands of years ago. Back to the age of ancient Greek, philosopher Aristotle has expressed the idea that 'a female is female by virtue of a certain lack of qualities.' (Beauvoir, 1949) Unfortunately, the similar idea still exists even in today's society. However, due to industrialization and the rapid development in today's society, we have a powerful tool to fight against gender inequality, and that is technology. In...
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    Equality is the state of every individual being equal, especially in status, rights or opportunities. However, up till the 21st century, gender equality is still a prevalent issue. Men and women across the globe do not enjoy equal privileges. Gender equality is the equal right of both men and women to have access to opportunities and resources, including the right to participate in the economic sphere and have a say in making important decision. If achieving gender equality can return...
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    Introduction Gender equality is one of the controversial issues in current society. More women who have more opportunities for study or work can be seen in workplaces or university, whereas sex discrimination is still existing today, for example, sexual harassment in workplaces. This situation lea to 'METOO' movement. The movement that women start to report and share their experiences of sexual harassment from the Hollywood in 2017. Many women and men who had suffered use the hashtag 'METOO' to show...


    
        
            6 Pages        
        
            2788 Words        
    


    




        
    
        
            Concepts of Gender Equality and White Feminism: Critical Analysis of New York Times Articles        
    


    
	    		                    
				    New York Times                
		    		    			                        
					    Feminism                    
			    		    			                        
					    Gender Equality                    
			    		    
    


    Research project outcome How has the print media coverage of #MeToo movement in the USA challenge gender equality and contributed to “white feminism”? What is the Me movement? In 2006, Tarana Burke discovered the #MeToo movement and began to use the phrase “Me Too” to raise the awareness of sexual abuse and assault within the community. The phrase was spread virally in October 2017 as a hashtag on social media in an attempt to demonstrate the widespread issue of sexual...
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    Introduction to Gender Inequality in Sports Even though it is the 21st century, America is still not treating women and men as equals. There is a severe problem in the world of gender equality. It could be said that the issue is widening the gap between men and women, rather than closing. Within this inequality topic between men and women, the gender pay gap for athletes is a predominant problem. What would it take to resolve discrimination against sex in...
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    It has been claimed that sport plays a relatively minor role in the lives of women, as “women experience a lower level of enjoyment of sport at school and participate in sport less than men”, (SESNI, 2014). According to the findings of their study, men were twice as likely as women to report participating in sport or physical activity within the last year. (SESNI, 2014). In the same study, it was found that 59% of the sample believed that men’s...
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    Over the last 40 years, UK government and policy makers have been focused on gender equality, as a rather recent phenomenon as we migrate into modern society. With the UK behind many European countries in achieving equality, as issues of monopsony override policies that are attempted to be implemented. Nancy fraser (1994) proposes models of gender equality which are suggest ways in which policy makers should use to adapt and ensure a gender equal society taking various different factors into...
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    Unfortunately, the idea that all of us are born equals is just a myth. And it is not about the countries from the Middle East or North Africa, where human rights do not apply for women. Many governments are suffocating civil society, restricting the freedoms of the people, mostly women. Equality between men and women is one of the European Union priorities. Although an important amount of work is going in this direction, there are still many fields where men...
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    Introduction Leave no one behind the project Water, C.(2019) explains a Leave No One Behind project that ensures that no individual is left behind requires that all projects establish gender focal points across partners and stakeholders so that efforts of gender transformative approaches do not lie exclusively with the gender advisor but are integrated into multiple layers in the project in which gender are highly considered. Leave No One Behind project is based on ensuring that marginalized groups, oppressed groups...
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    Gender inequality has been a major canker that the world is dealing with. It has especially been a major subject for most women all over the world fighting for balance in gender. This gender issue has also caught the attention of many organizations, advocates, and as well as activists to call for gender equality and equal rights for all to have access to resources, opportunities, and other benefits of society. In our traditional society for example it is believed that...
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    Abstract Social inequalities—from racism to sexism—are not aberrations, but rather are deeply embedded in society and reinforced by state power and market systems. Therefore, the current social order stands as a fundamental obstacle to social justice. A logical conclusion of this observation is that social change movements may be better off thinking and acting beyond the state and capital as targets of reform and/or as reliable partners. Introduction As gender equality has increasingly become a public concern, proposals for a...
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    Gender subtly revolves around us, or so they for the most part question in a foremost way. Gender is a sociological construct, a factor between the elements of men and women, girls and boys even in the tasks and obligations of both intercourse in life. As a result, gender-based roles and other traits evolve in according to the cultural environment. Gender refers to the assumptions that human beings have about women's and men's abilities, qualities, and behaviors; femininity and masculinity....
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    Pakistan, as one of the commonwealth countries, has guaranteed commitment to provide equal opportunities to both genders in various spheres of life. In particular, article 34 of the constitution outlines quotes ‘Steps shall be taken to ensure full participation of women in all spheres of national life’. However, studies show that the law has often not been effective in notable in taking leadership positions in universities. A study by Batool, Sajid, and Shaheen (2013) carried out a study done in...
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